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Background information  
 
1. As at 5 March 2010 the amount outstanding from the Russian Federation in unpaid contributions 
to the Multilateral Fund stands at US $103,131,225. This indicates a nil contribution from the Russian 
Federation to the Fund since its inception. At the last meeting of the Executive Committee in Port Ghalib, 
Egypt, the issue of the outstanding contributions to the Multilateral Fund from the Russian Federation 
was addressed under the agenda item “Other Matters”. In her presentation of the issue, the Chief Officer 
recalled that she had discussed the issue of non-payment of contributions by the Russian Federation to the 
Fund with the representative of the Russian Federation at the 16th Meeting of the Parties held in 2004 in 
Prague, Czech Republic. She had then reported to the 44th Meeting of the Executive Committee, also held 
in Prague that the delay in taking a decision on payment of the country’s contribution to the Fund was due 
to the reorganization of ministerial responsibilities within the Government. As a result, the Executive 
Committee had decided at that Meeting to request the Secretariat to communicate with the Government of 
the Russian Federation on the issue of its contributions. The Chief Officer had subsequently sent various 
letters to the Government of the Russian Federation on 14 January 2005, 19 August 2005, 16 December 
2005, 13 February 2006 and 12 January 2009. She had also had bilateral meetings with the representative 
of the Russian Federation during Meetings of the Parties and meetings of the Open-ended Working 
Group. 
 
2. The response from the Russian Federation to the most recent letter from the Chief Officer,  
both of which were circulated to the 59th Executive Committee meeting in document 
UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/59/Inf.3, indicated that the writing off of the accrued arrears in the contributions 
to the Multilateral Fund, in any form, could have some effect on the adoption of a positive decision by the 
Russian Ministry of Finance with regard to the payment of the current contributions of the Russian 
Federation to the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol. During the  
59th Meeting the Chief Officer said that the Secretariat welcomed guidance from the Executive 
Committee on how to proceed with the issue. 
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3. One Member considered that the matter should be dealt with not by the Executive Committee but 
by the Parties, while another, noting that the response of the Russian Federation had come to 
Members’ attention too late for them to obtain guidance from their capitals, suggested that the matter be 
deferred for consideration by the Committee at its 60th Meeting, with a view to a decision being taken 
then as to whether it was a matter for the Meeting of the Parties. Following the discussion, the Executive 
Committee decided to request the Secretariat to place the matter of the outstanding contributions to the 
Multilateral Fund by the Russian Federation on the agenda for the consideration of the Committee at its 
60th Meeting. Document UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/59/Inf.3 has therefore been reissued as a follow-up to 
decision 59/54 and attached as Annex 1 to the present document for the Executive Committee members’ 
consideration.  
 
4. At the request of the Secretariat, the Treasurer confirmed that there is no other case whereby the 
Russian Federation’s contributions to a Multilateral Environment Agreement (MEA) have not been made 
since inception. Further, there is no example of an MEA where one Party’s accumulated debt was either 
forgiven or written off. The Treasurer sent his last invoice and reminder to the Russian Federation on  
13 January 2010. Reminders are sent to all Parties with outstanding pledges three times a year. Two more 
reminders will be sent to the Russian Federation during 2010 if the entire amount is not cleared in the 
course of this year.  
  
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5. The Executive Committee may wish to: 
 

(a) Take note of document UNEP/OzL.Pro/ExCom/60/4 and Annex I;    
 
(b) Request the Chief Officer to reply to the letter of  the Government of the Russian 

Federation and convey the Executive Committee’s views over the long outstanding 
contribution from the Russian Federation as expressed at the 60th Meeting; and 

 
(c) Consider whether to refer the issue of the Russian Federation’s outstanding contribution to 

the Multilateral Fund for consideration by either the next Open-ended Working Group 
and/or the 22nd Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol. 

 

---------- 
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