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COLOMBIA:  PREPARATION FOR MDI INVESTMENT PROJECT 
 
1. The Secretariat has received on 2 April 2008 a letter from the Government of Colombia 
indicating that it wishes to transmit to the members of the Committee some clarifications 
regarding project preparation for an MDI conversion project that was not approved at the 
53rd Meeting of the Executive Committee. 

2. The letter, as submitted by the Government of Colombia, is attached to this document as 
well as a translation of the same into English. 
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English translation of a letter dated 1 April 2008 from the Government of Colombia to the 
Fund Secretariat  

 
 
 
 
 
Ms. MARIA NOLAN  
Chief Officer 
Multilateral Fund for the Implementation  
of the Montreal Protocol 
1800 Mc Gill College Ave. 27th Floor 
Montreal, Quebec Canada 
 

 

Dear Ms. Nolan: 

I am pleased to be writing you regarding your letter dated December 27, 2007 regarding the 53rd 
Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the 
Montreal Protocol, which was held in Montreal, Canada, from November 26 to 30, 2007, and 
specifically in relation to the Executive Committee’s decision not to approve the request for 
funding for project preparation for retrofitting metered-dose inhaler (MDI) production at the 
Laboratorios Chalver company. 

On this matter, after reviewing the report of the 53rd Meeting of the Executive Committee and 
the comments made by some Executive Committee members, particularly in paragraph 94 of the 
report of the Meeting, we would like to provide some clarification on this project, through you, 
to the members of the Executive Committee:  

1. Laboratorios Chalver is the only national company producing MDIs in Colombia. This 
company began the first steps for CFC-based production in 1999, the year it requested approval 
for production of metered-dose inhalers from the competent national authority, the Instituto para 
la Vigilancia de Drogas y Alimentos — INVIMA (Drug and Food Monitoring Institute). 

2. The company also made the capital investment to install a production line in 2000, and 
finished setting up the production plant in June 2001. The production plant started up in October 
2001. 

3.  Although the company took all of the necessary measures to produce CFC MDIs for 
commercial purposes, production only began in December 2002.  

4. Laboratorios Chalver has stated its readiness to comply with the commitment to take on at 
least 50%  of the costs of conversion.  
 
5. We feel that this proposal, included in UNDP’s 2008 Work Plan, meets all of the requirements 
established by the Executive Committee for MDI projects.  



 

 

 

 

We feel that the information provided on this project, as established in Decision 51/34, is 
complete and sufficient, as determined in the Multilateral Fund Secretariat’s preliminary 
evaluation. Taking into account that similar projects were approved at the 53rd Meeting of the 
Executive Committee, we feel that Colombia’s project should be considered according to the 
same criteria. That is why we have decided to present, once again, the proposal for project 
preparation for the industrial retrofitting of Laboratorios Chalver to the 54th Meeting of the 
Executive Committee. If this request is rejected once again, we would appreciate being informed 
of the reasons put forth by the Executive Committee.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Signed by CESAR AUGUSTO BUITRAGO, Director of Sectoral Sustainable Development,  

 

 




