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Ministry of Home Affairs, Environment & Transport
Department of Environment
Division Of Climate & Environmental Services

English River, P.O. Box 1145, Victoria, Mahé, Republic of Seychelles
Telephone:  (248) 670400 Fax: (248) 610647 E-mail : - w.agricole@env.gov.sc

Please address all correspondence to the Principal Secretary

Your Ref.:

Our Ref. :

Enquiries to :

Telephone :
Date: 21%February 2011-02-22

Secretariat

Multilateral fund for the Implementation
of the Montreal Protocol

1800 McGill College Ave.

Montreal

Quebec

CANADA H3A 3J6

SUBJECT: PROPOSED EARLY PHASE OUT OF HCEFC REFRIGERANTS AND
LINKAGES WITH THE CARBON NEUTRALITY POLICY

Dear Madam,

The Seychelles government continues to regard the protection of the Ozone layer as a priority
and to this end is proposing an early phase out for HCFC use by 2020. At the same time it does
not want this early phase out to contribute to other environmental problems, such as global
warming, through the replacement of HCFCs with refrigerants of a higher Global Warming
Potential (GWP), especially when there are environmentally safe alternatives available.

The Government of Seychelles has formulated a ten-year National Development Program
(Seychelles Strategy 2017). The global national strategy is to double GDP by 2017 mainly
through fisheries and tourism expansion, and the development of financial services industry. This
growth is to be achieved while generating the maximum level of local participation, enhancing
Seychelles' human resource capacity, securing high environmental protection and standards,
creating efficient and transparent governance and fostering strategic national and international
partnerships.

Whilst, the Seychelles National Climate Change Strategy (SNCCS) was launched in 2009 at COP15
in Copenhagen aims at supporting sustainable development through mitigation and adaptation
policies to climate change, with concerted and proactive action at all levels of the society, and has
five priority objectives:
i.  To advance in understanding of climate change, its impacts and appropriate responses

ii.  To putin place measures to adapt, build resilience and minimize country's vulnerability

iii.  To achieve sustainable energy security and reduce greenhouse gas emissions

iv.  To mainstream climate change considerations into national policies, strategies and plans

v.  To build capacity and social empowerment at all levels

“Winning for Segchflles or



This strategy is guided by the principles laid down in the Seychelles Strategy 2017, notably
maximum local participation, enhancing human resource capacity, high environmental protection
standards, efficient and transparent governance, and fostering strategic national and international
partnerships. It is also based on Seychelles first national communications (2001) under the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and on the second
national communications of which the final report is expected at the end of November 2010.

This strategy requires that Seychelles will become a carbon neutral country by 2020 as is
presently a net sink.

The Department of Environment recognizes that HFCs need to be controlled as part of its overall
greenhouse gas reduction strategy in order to achieve carbon neutrality by 2020. The Terminal
Phase out of HCFC Management Plan (HPMP) for Seychelles will use a combination of
regulatory, capacity building, investment and awareness measures to assist the country with
meeting its phase out obligations. Since ratification of the Montreal Protocol in 1993, the
Seychelles has endeavoured to be in compliance with the freeze level requirements. With regards
to HCFC however, the Seychelles has decided to make the Freeze level in country 2012 instead
of the convention freeze level of 2013. This will allow effective phase out procedures and
compliance for Phase Out in 2020. The Seychelles, however, will ban the importation of all
HCFC or compound of HCFC in the country as of 2018, then allowing for a 2 year grace period
for compliance. Total Phase Out will be reported in 2020.

The Seychelles HPMP is based on a wide participatory process and relies on a concerted effort
by key players in government, the industry, in Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), the
educational sector and civil society to achieve the set targets.

Regardless of whether there is funding for HCFC phase out activities Seychelles, HCFC
refrigerants and HCFC based equipment will be replaced. =~ However, without government
intervention the replacements are likely to be refrigerants with high GWP. By funding the
activities the Government of Seychelles will be able to ensure that the replacements are truly
environmentally friendly.

I look forward to your favorable consideration of HPMP submission.

Wills Agricole
Director General

“Winning for Segchflles or



Extract of the Seychelles’ National Climate Strategy

1.1 Objective 3 - To achieve sustainable energy security through reduction of greenhouse
gas emissions

Although Seychelles is not required under the UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol to implement
emission reductions, it is nevertheless of strategic and economic importance that Seychelles
reduces its dependence on fossil fuels and embraces low carbon and in particular renewable
forms of energy, which is abundant in Seychelles. Following the recent increases in oil prices,
Seychelles realized that it needed to transform its energy sector and diversify into other forms of
energy, especially those with little or no greenhouse gas potential. Seychelles also depends upon
long-haul travel for its tourism industry, in view of its insularity. So mechanisms to reduce its
tourism carbon footprint are critical t the continued development of the tourism industry in
Seychelles.

However, the Legal framework for energy conservation is non-existent, thus there is no
incentive, except through price signals to achieve innovation and implementation of energy
efficiency in industry and domestic sectors. A number of initiatives aimed at energy conservation
have been introduced with fixed success. However, a previous project to transfer users from
kerosene to LPG for cooking has been very successful, which indicates that end-users are
conscious of the issues and wish to engage further in conservation or transfer of technology
within the energy sector. The demand for electric vehicles or hybrids is expected but not
stimulated due to highly taxed wvehicles in Seychelles. There is also concern that these
technologies do not really bring any benefits to the climate change threat. The adoption of energy
conservation in buildings is also lacking and was raised during the SWOT exercise as well as in
the sector reports.

1.1.1 Implementation Arrangements and constraints

The establishment of the Seychelles Energy Commission (SEC) is expected to place energy at
the centre of economic growth and development in Seychelles. A statutory law is being
developed to legally institutionalize the SEC. A new energy policy, which will be coordinated by
SEC, is also being developed.

A number of barriers impact on the ability of Seychelles to transfer to a clean energy framework.
External constraints includes available of such technologies as affordable prices, at least on par
with existing utility prices. The capacity to transfer such technologies, including support
infrastructure is also lacking in Seychelles. The lack of appropriate regulatory and tax
instruments to facilitate transfer of such technologies also places Seychelles at a disadvantage
with the rest of the world.



One of the recurring constraints in undertaking greenhouse gas (GHG) emission inventories is
the lack of data, or in many cases data are not properly kept. To enable better planning and
assessment of GHG, the GHG emissions report makes a number of recommendations including
the establishment of a database and repository for all archived data.

1.1.2 Action Plan

Timescale

Priority

Lead Org.

Strategy

3.1

Diversify the energy portfolio of
Seychelles towards renewable forms of
energy

Actions

3.11

Develop a comprehensive energy policy
aimed at charting a strategy to achieve
energy security

1 year

High &
Ongoing

SEC!

3.1.2

Feasibility studies for the establishment of
wind, solar and waste-to-energy
technologies

2 years

Moderate

SEC/PUC

3.1.3

Upgrading of national grid to accommodate
alternative sources of energy

4 years

Moderate

PUC

3.14

Achieve energy independence in the next
ten years, hence carbon neutrality

10 years

High

SEC

Strategy

3.2

Modernise the energy legislation and
institutional framework to encourage
innovation and transfer of technology in
the energy sector

Actions

3.21

Establish legally and strengthen the
Seychelles Energy Commission to oversee
energy management in Seychelles

1 year

Moderate

MoE

3.2.2

Development of new Energy Act

1 year

High

SEC

3.2.3

Develop and implement framework for
enabling financial incentives, including
feed-in tariffs, for technology transfer and
conservation in the energy sector

2 years

High

MF

3.24

Implement a market-based mechanisms to
enhance energy efficiency in industry and
other sectors

2 years

Moderate

MF

3.25

Develop appropriate codes and
specifications for energy efficiency in the
transport, building and commercial sectors.

2 years

High

TCPA

Establish a carbon market in Seychelles

2 years

Moderate

MoE

Strategy

3.3

Improve monitoring and assessment of
energy use and emissions

3.3.1

Establish legal requirement for sharing of
energy data

Ongoing

High

SEC/NSB?

3.3.2

Develop and maintain energy statistics

1 years

High

SEC/NSB

! Seychelles Energy Commission
? National Statistics Bureau




3.3.3

Maintain data on other sources of GHG
emissions as specified in the UNFCCC
guidelines

2 years

Moderate

SEC/NSB

Strategy

3.4

Technology transfer in the energy
production and transport sector

Actions

341

Establishment of a clearinghouse and
advisory services platform on efficient
technologies and appliances

3 years

High

SEC

3.4.2

Establish demonstration projects for various
energy technologies with the participation
of the private sector

2 years

High

SEC/Private
Sector

3.4.3

Create an enabling environment for the
piloting and testing of new vehicle
technologies

1 years

High

SEC/LTA®

¥ Land Transport Agency
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